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Abstract: This article is aimed at understanding the
theology of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah better known in
Indonesia as Aswaja in the construction of the scholars of
the Nahdlatul Ulama in East Java. It particulatly
investigates the views of three leading figures, Kiai Luthfi
Bashori from Malang, Kiai Muhyiddin Abdussomad from
Jember, and Kiai Asrori from Surabaya. The idea of the
research comes into being as the result of somewhat
lengthy debate among the NU elites concerning the
problem of the application of Aswaja’s tenets in mainly
three domains; theology, figh, and Sufism. Kiai Luthfi
tends to look at the tenets of Aswaja in terms of theology,
and tries to apply them practically through social
movement that he works for. Kiai Muhyiddin tends to
understand those tenets as a set of jurisprudential
principles, while Kiai Asrori understands them as a kind of
Sufistic values. The article argues that different scientific
orientation naturally brings about different approaches in
looking at religious tenets and wotldly issues. Different
perspectives in concept and how this concept is to be
applied just follow the difference in scientific orientation
and approach.

Keywords: Aswaja, theology, jurisprudence, Sufism.
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