Abstract: This paper deals with two practices of popular
Islam (the rites of passage and the visit to the tomb of the
saints) in Waru, East Java by the community of Nahdlatul
Ulama (NU). It is an attempt to understand the genuine
meaning of those practices by studying the factors that may
trigger their rise, and also by investigating the conceptual
categorization of modernity in relation to religion and its
traditions. The papetr exposes three variants of Muslims.
The first is the reformist NU which tends to reject the
practices on ground that they are forms of bid'ah. The
second is the normative NU, which believes that these
practices are not bid'ah because they have their legitimate
and normative foundation in Islam. The third is the
traditionalist-syncretistic NU, which holds the belief that
those practices are passed down from forefathers and must
therefore be preserved. This last group practices these rites
without any association whatsoever with the idea of bid’'ah.

Keywords: Popular Islam, reformist NU, normative NU,
traditionalist-syncretistic NU, bid’ab.
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